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Episode Description: Maine is the most forested state in the country, and its residents interact 
with forests regularly in many different ways. They provide supplies for various products, which 
fuels industry and job creation, and space for outdoor recreation. These interactions, which 
help define Maine’s identity, are the subject of Jessica Leahy’s research. As a professor in 
UMaine’s School of Forest Resources, she studies the human dimensions of forestry and other 
natural resources. In this episode of “The Maine Question,” Leahy discusses her work, the ways 
forests impact our lives and how our actions affect them. 
